POST OFFICE. 7

The number of stamps, post bands, letter cards, post cards, &c., issued
to postmasters during the vear was 171,706,450, as compared with
171,673,770 in 1896, being an increase of 32,680, and almost thre whole
postal revenue is derived from this source, the amount received from
the sale of stamps, post cards, letter cards, &c, in 1897 having been
$4,232,701.

REGISTERED LETTERS IN CANADA, 1868 TO 1897,
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* Incladed in letters returned to writets or offices of wrigin, .
+This large namber is accounted for by the fact that an immense number of franchise
notices were returned N, F, and were refused by the sender and were destroyed,

Of 3,500,500 registered letters estimated to have heen*sent in 1897
only 125 containing money failed to reach their destination. The con-
tents, or a portion thereof, of 46 were made good by the officials or
others held responsible for the loss; 32 were stolen, 8 lost or misdeliver-
ed, and in 33 cases no evidence could be obtained to account for dis-
crepancies. There was an increase in the total number sent, as compared
with 1899, of 4,000, and* a decrease in the number that miscarried.of 8.



